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for otherwise idle troops maintained for imperial purposes. Any policy that neces-
sitates inhuman and barbarous methods, like bombing from the air, and which leads
to frequent military raids across the Frontier is to be condemned. In addition to
this the policy has often resulted in making friendly trans-border tribes unfriendly
and hostile.
Both the foreign and domestic interests of India require peace on the Frontier and
friendship with our neighbours. And the Congress believes that these friendly rela-
tions and peace can be established without much difficulty if the trans-border tribes
are treated as friends and good neighbours and are not interfered with on the pretext
of spreading civilization, or by making military roads under the guise of rendering
economic assistance, or otherwise. If such a policy is pursued they will become a
valuable source of strength and lessen the burden of military expenditure of India,
The Congress believes that the charge laid against the Frontier Pathan tribes as being
untamed, fierce, truculent and aggressive is without foundation and appears to be
made with the object of justifying unwarranted interference and a heavy permanent
military expenditure.
The" Congress declares that the people of India desire the friendship of all their
neighbours and are willing to co-operate with them in the great tasks which promote
peace and human well-being.
The Congress condemns the last punitive measures in the trans-frontier area which
seem to be yet another instance of the futile and dangerous experiments of the
Government of India on the North-West Frontier which lead only to suffering and
leave a trail of ill-will behind them.
In the opinion of the Congress the right way to deal with the Frontier situation
is for an inquiry to be made into the economic, political and military situation with
a view to settle' finally and peacefally the problem of the Frontier in co-operation
with the border tribes.
9.   Detenus
The Congress records its emphatic condemnation of the unjust and Inhuman policy
of the British Government In India in keeping thousands of Indians In detention
for indefinite periods without charge or trial and holds that this policy has been
resorted to with the object of paralysing the national movement of freedom. The
Congress voices the demand of the Indian people that the persons now in detention
without charge or trial be released forthwith and the various orders of restraint
withdrawn. The Congress sends its warm greetings and sympathy to the detenus
who have been suffering in silence and with brave endurance In the cause of India's
freedom.
The Congress has learnt with alarm and concern that three detenus in Bengal
have committed suicide within the last four weeks. The Congress considers that
the fact that such acts of suicide have taken place is a significant indication that
the conditions in which they are kept are intolerable and scandalous. The Congress
demands a public enquiry into the causes which led to the said acts of suicide as
well as into the conditions in which the detenus are being kept The Congress
sends its condolences to the bereaved families of the three detenus.
The Congress records its condemnation of the action of the Government in pre-
venting any non-official and independent enquiry into the conditions In which the
detenus are kept, like the one proposed by the Committee appointed by the Congress
Party In the Legislative Assembly.
The Congress condemns the revival of the prison in the Andamans which had
been abandoned as a result of its condemnation by a committee appointed by the
Government. In the opinion of the Congress the conditions prevailing therein,
particularly those relating to interviews with prisoners, segregation and lack of
facilities for intellectual entertainment of educated political offenders to the Andamans
should be discontinued and those already transported should be brought back to India
forthwith.
10.    Indians Overseas
The Congress sends greetings to our fellow-countrymen overseas and its assurance
of sympathy and help in their distressful condition and in the continuing deterioration
In their status in the territories in which they have settled. The Congress is ready
and willing to take all action within its power to ameliorate their conditia^ !kit
desires to noint ont that a radical amelioration in their status must ultimately defend
oa the attainment by India of independence and the power effectively to protect te
nationals abroad.